HEART OF WALES LINE FORUM AUTUMN / WINTER 
2009-10 NEWSLETTER

WELCOME 

This is our quarterly update about the Heart of Wales Line. We hope you enjoy it. You can get more information about the line by visiting www.heart-of-wales.co.uk.

FREE TRAVEL

It’s back! From October 4th until March 26th 2010 you can travel free of charge on the Heart of Wales Line if you hold a bus pass issued by Swansea, Carmarthenshire or Powys County Councils. Just show your pass when booking. If you are travelling free it is not possible to reserve a seat. Have a ‘Llan’day out in Llandeilo, Llandovery, Llanwrtyd, Llangammarch, or Llandrindod!
RAIL and ROAST
Our popular promotion continues. The 11.04 from Swansea on Sunday heads off to places like Llandeilo, Llangadog, Llandovery and Llandrindod. In all of these places – and more – there are pubs and hotels within walking distance of the station, serving delicious Sunday lunches. Visit our website for details – it’s always best to book the lunch in advance. On the first Sunday of each month from November 09 to May 2010 there will be music* on the train to set your feet tapping. (*subject to availability – check website)
LLANDOVERY STATION UPDATE

We’re making steady progress in the process of getting the building back into use by the public and local community. Refurbishing the interior will cost about £150k and some of the funding has already been found – contributions and suggestions always welcome! The project has attracted the interest of the Prince of Wales, who has a property nearby. We are working with his Trust, and with the Cambrian Mountains initiative. The aim is to have a café, cycle hire centre, museum, and other amenities.

CALON CYMRU

This exciting project aims to revitalise the many small communities along the Heart of Wales Line. The area suffers from multiple deprivation and Calon Cymru aims to help in the setting up of Community Land Trusts. Expert help will be available to enable local councils develop their own plans.

Go to www.caloncymru.co.uk fpor more details.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR PHOTOS

We often need pictures for our advertisements and website updates. If you have pictures taken on the line, and would like us to use them, please visit www.heart-of-wales.co.uk and follow the links to ‘photographs’. Each month we will award £50 to the best submissions.

DID YOU KNOW?

Most of the Heart of Wales Line route is controlled by just one signal box – at Pantyffynnon. The system relies on Victorian technology (tried and tested over many years). The train driver collects a ‘token’  to enter each of the single line sections. Release of these tokens is authorised by the Pantyffynnon signaller. So each time you see the driver entering one of the little grey boxes on the platform at Llandeilo, Llandovery, Llanwrtyd, Llandrindod or Knighton, that’s what’s happening – reporting in to the signal box and being authorised to proceed – but only if the track ahead is clear.

BIG MAINTENANCE WORK

Essential major maintenance work on the line (relining a tunnel and looking after bridges) means that the central part of the line will be shut from November 22nd to December 12th 2009. A bus service will replace the train between Llandovery and Llanwrtyd. For details see posters at stations, call 08457 484950, or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk or www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk.

SUPPORT THE HEART OF WALES LINE

The Heart of Wales Line Travellers Association (HoWLTA) was set up over 25 years ago. It campaigns to get the line d service improved.  Annual membership costs only £5, but if you sign up between now and April 2010 you get 50% off – to join please send £2.50 to Membership Secretary, Llandovery Station, SA20 0BG or visit www.howlta.org.uk
ADVANCE NOTICE

We are planning a series of Springtime Days Out from stations along the line, starting after Easter 2010. Details will be posted on the website in early November.

KEEP IN TOUCH
Our website is www.heart-of-wales.co.uk, and contains details of the line and services. For up to date train running information, fares etc, visit www.nationalrail.co.uk or www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk.

